CHAPTER XIII
STOLYPIN'S REACTIONARY REGIME
IN the course of my audience with the Emperor which
followed upon my withdrawal from the office of Prime Min-
ister, His Majesty asked me to accept the first post of Am-
bassador to a European country which might become vacant,
and ordered me to remind him of his promise as soon as
such an opening presented itself. A year later I did so, but
received no answer from the Emperor. He also asked me
to return all the letters he had sent rne throughout the
period of my administration. I complied with his request,
which later I "greatly regretted. Those letters, reflecting
as they did the Emperor's thoughts and opinions in all their
unadorned directness, should have been preserved for the
benefit of posterity.
Several weeks later I went abroad. In July, while
sojourning at Aix-les-Bains, France, I received the follow-
ing message from Baron Frederichs:
I deem it necessary to share with you the impression made upon
me by a conversation which I have just had with His Majesty. When
your name was mentioned in connection with the present political
situation, His Majesty expressed himself to the effect that your return
at present to Russia would be highly undesirable. I have judged it
advisable to inform you of this opinion of His Majesty in order that
you may accordingly arrange the plan of your trip.
This was obviously equivalent to an order on the part of
His Majesty forbidding my return to Russia. I imme-
diately sent in an application asking to be relieved of the
offices which I was still holding, including membership in